'RADIO    CITY1
Almost the entire breadth of two walls was taken up bv
huge tile stoves. I counted six separate ones and could
imagine that they kept the place warm even throughout the
coldest periods of the Polar winter.
A separate log cabin contained the baths. I enjoyed
them thoroughly. I had a typical Russian steam bath,
with an enormous brick stove heated with driftwood, over
which you could pour bucketfuls of water, to fill the room
with steam to soak you to the bones. Next door was the
mechanized laundry—they washed my shirts within twenty-
four hours, all by electric machinery. Of course, 1 did
not imagine that this was the general standard of comfort
on all Polar stations^ but what is possible on Dickson h
certainly not entirely impossible on other islands or coastal
centres. The Arctic is getting civilized after all.
When I woke up the morning after my arrival at Dickson
I heard three explosions at intervals of a few minutes.
Dickson is a rocky island with a large bay, almost entirely
shut off to the sea by two sausage-shaped arms which leave
only just enough space open for three or four ships to come
in side by side. This structure increased the noise many
times and the echo created the impression of artillery fire.
I thought that perhaps a boiler had exploded on one of the
ships which lay in the harbour. But then I saw smoke
rising up from behind the rocks in a little bend of the bay.
I rode out that afternoon to watch the work there. Blasting
operations were carried on by 140 workers, who were busy
cutting a shelf out of the basalt rock. At that place a mooring
line was under construction. The platform was 10 be brought
down to about twenty feet above the water line, panelled
with driftwood logs and extended to a length sufficient for
two normal-sized steamers to berth alongside. Coal will
be stored on this quay so thai ice-breakers and steamers
passing along the western half of the Arctic coast ine of
Asia will be able to pull in at Dickson to bunker. That
will save the laborious task of loading fuel from cargo
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